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2119 

Week Ending Friday, December 8, 2006 

Proclamation 8088—National Drunk 
and Drugged Driving Prevention 
Month, 2006 
December 1, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Each year, thousands of Americans lose 

their lives in accidents involving drunk and 
drugged driving. During National Drunk and 
Drugged Driving Prevention Month, we con-
tinue our efforts to promote awareness of the 
dangers of impaired driving and encourage 
fellow citizens to never drive under the influ-
ence of alcohol or drugs. 

All Americans can play an important role 
in preventing drunk and drugged driving. 
Family members can discuss the dangers of 
impaired driving; businesses, schools, and or-
ganizations in our communities can help 
spread the message of awareness; and indi-
viduals can help protect family and friends 
by identifying a designated driver. During 
the holiday season, it is especially important 
to encourage responsible driving and to help 
ensure the safety of friends and loved ones. 

My Administration is committed to saving 
lives by stopping drunk and drugged drivers 
before they put themselves and others at risk. 
We continue to work with communities 
across our Nation to increase public aware-
ness and prevention of this serious offense. 
The Department of Transportation’s Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
has partnered with State and local law en-
forcement agencies to carry out the cam-
paign, ‘‘Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. 
Under Arrest.’’ This program aims to keep 
impaired drivers off our Nation’s roads by 
creating new public education programs and 
toughening enforcement. The Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy works to warn 
young drivers and their parents about the 
dangers of driving under the influence of 

drugs. My Administration is also supporting 
community and faith-based programs that 
encourage others to avoid the devastating 
consequences of impaired driving. 

Every person has a responsibility to drive 
free of alcohol and drugs and to insist that 
friends and family do the same. By helping 
fight drunk and drugged driving, Americans 
everywhere can save lives and send a strong 
message that driving under the influence is 
not acceptable. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 2006 
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I encourage all Americans to 
make responsible decisions and to help pre-
vent drunk and drugged driving. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 7. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

Proclamation 8089—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2006 
December 1, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Sixty-five years ago, more than 2,400 

Americans lost their lives in a surprise attack 
on Pearl Harbor. On National Pearl Harbor 
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Remembrance Day, we think of those who 
died on December 7, 1941, and honor all 
those who sacrificed for our liberty during 
World War II. 

On that peaceful Sunday morning, our 
country suffered a vicious, unprovoked attack 
that changed the course of history. Though 
our Pacific Fleet was nearly destroyed, our 
citizens were inspired by the great acts of 
heroism from those who survived and from 
those who did not. In the days that followed, 
our grief turned to resolution, and America 
embarked on a mission to defeat two of the 
most ruthless regimes the world has ever 
known. We pledge to always remember the 
character and sacrifice of the brave individ-
uals at Pearl Harbor. Their selfless service 
helped deliver a great victory for the cause 
of freedom and, ultimately, transformed ad-
versaries into the closest of friends. 

After the devastating attacks on Pearl Har-
bor, President Franklin D. Roosevelt de-
clared, ‘‘We are going to win the war and 
we are going to win the peace that follows.’’ 
In the 21st century, freedom is again under 
attack, and young Americans have stepped 
forward to serve in a global war on terror 
that will secure our liberty and determine the 
destiny of millions around the world. Like 
generations before, we will answer history’s 
call with confidence, confront threats to our 
way of life, and build a more peaceful world 
for our children and grandchildren. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2006, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 

the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 7. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 2, 2006 

Good morning. I returned home this week 
from a visit to the Middle East. On my trip, 
I met with Prime Minister Maliki of Iraq to 
discuss how we can improve the situation on 
the ground in his country and help the Iraqis 
build a lasting democracy. 

My meeting with Prime Minister Maliki 
was our third since he took office 6 months 
ago. With each meeting, I’m coming to know 
him better, and I’m becoming more im-
pressed by his desire to make the difficult 
choices that will put his country on a better 
path. During our meeting, I told the Prime 
Minister that America is ready to make 
changes to better support the unity Govern-
ment of Iraq, and that several key principles 
will guide our efforts. 

First, the success of Prime Minister 
Maliki’s Government is critical to success in 
Iraq. His unity Government was chosen 
through free elections in which nearly 12 mil-
lion Iraqis cast their ballots in support of de-
mocracy. Our goal in Iraq is to strengthen 
his democratic Government and help Iraq’s 
leaders build a free nation that can govern 
itself, sustain itself, and defend itself—and 
is an ally in the war on terror. 

Second, the success of the Iraqi Govern-
ment depends on the success of the Iraqi 
security forces. The training of Iraqi security 
forces has been steady, yet we both agreed 
that we need to do more, and we need to 
do it faster. The Prime Minister wants to 
show the people who elected him that he’s 
willing to make the hard decisions necessary 
to provide security. 

To do that, he needs larger and more capa-
ble Iraqi forces under his control, and he 
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needs them quickly. By helping Iraq’s elect-
ed leaders get the Iraqi forces they need, we 
will help Iraq’s democratic Government be-
come more effective in fighting the terrorists 
and other violent extremists, and in providing 
security and stability, particularly in Bagh-
dad. 

Third, success in Iraq requires strong insti-
tutions that will stand the test of time and 
hardship. Our goal in Iraq is to help Prime 
Minister Maliki build a country that is united, 
where the rule of law prevails and the rights 
of minorities are respected. The Prime Min-
ister made clear that splitting his country into 
parts is not what the Iraqi people want and 
that any partition of Iraq would lead to an 
increase in sectarian violence. 

Security in Iraq requires sustained action 
by the Iraqi security forces, yet in the long 
term, security in Iraq hinges on reconcili-
ation among Iraq’s different ethnic and reli-
gious communities. And the Prime Minister 
has committed his Government to achieving 
that goal. 

The Prime Minister and I also discussed 
the review of America’s strategy in Iraq that 
is now nearing completion. As part of this 
review, I’ve asked our military leaders in the 
Pentagon and those on the ground in Iraq 
to provide their recommendations on the 
best way forward. 

A bipartisan panel, led by former Secretary 
of State James Baker and former Congress-
man Lee Hamilton, is also conducting a re-
view. And I look forward to receiving their 
report next week. I want to hear all advice 
before I make any decisions about adjust-
ments to our strategy in Iraq. 

I recognize that the recent violence in Iraq 
has been unsettling. Many people in our 
country are wondering about the way for-
ward. The work ahead will not be easy, yet 
by helping Prime Minister Maliki strengthen 
Iraq’s democratic institutions and promote 
national reconciliation, our military leaders 
and diplomats can help put Iraq on a solid 
path to liberty and democracy. The decisions 
we make in Iraq will be felt across the broad-
er Middle East. 

Failure in Iraq would embolden the ex-
tremists who hate America and want nothing 
more than to see our demise. It would 
strengthen the hand of those who are seeking 

to undermine young democracies across the 
region and give the extremists an open field 
to overthrow moderate governments, take 
control of countries, impose their rule on 
millions, and threaten the American people. 
Our Nation must not allow this to happen. 

Success in Iraq will require leaders in 
Washington—Republicans and Democrats 
alike—to come together and find greater 
consensus on the best path forward. So I will 
work with leaders in both parties to achieve 
this goal. Together we can help Iraqis build 
a free and democratic nation in the heart of 
the Middle East, strengthen moderates and 
reformers across the region who are working 
for peace, and leave our children and grand-
children a more secure and hopeful world. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately 
7:50 a.m. on December 1 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 
on December 2. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 1 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks at the Children’s Holiday 
Reception 
December 4, 2006 

Thanks for coming. Laura and I want to 
welcome you all to the White House. We’re 
really happy you’re here. I think you’re going 
to really enjoy this special occasion. My job 
is to introduce my wife, Laura Bush. [Laugh-
ter] Before I do so, though, I want to say 
something about your moms and dads. I 
thank you very much for supporting your 
mom and dad as they’re on a very important 
mission for our country. I want you to know 
that they love you dearly and the American 
people love and respect those who wear our 
uniform a lot. 

I know it’s tough to have your mom or 
dad overseas, and we wish you all the best. 
But it’s really important work. And so we 
wanted to welcome you here to the White 
House to, first of all, thank you for your 
strength, and so that you would do me a favor 
and e-mail your mom or dad who is overseas 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:21 Dec 12, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P49DET4.008 P49DET4



2122 Dec. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

how much the Commander in Chief respects 
them, admires them, and supports them. 

So welcome to the White House. We’re 
glad you’re here. And now I’m going to intro-
duce my wife, Laura Bush. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the First Lady. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chairman Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim of 
the Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq 
December 4, 2006 

President Bush. Your Eminence, wel-
come back to the Oval Office. This is the 
second opportunity I’ve had to meet with one 
of the distinguished leaders of a free Iraq. 
This is a man whose family suffered unbeliev-
able violence at the hands of the dictator, 
Saddam Hussein. He lost nearly 60 family 
members, and yet rather than being bitter, 
he’s involved with helping the new Govern-
ment succeed. 

We talked about a lot of important issues. 
I appreciate so very much His Eminence’s 
commitment to a unity government. I as-
sured him the United States supports his 
work and the work of the Prime Minister to 
unify the country. Part of unifying Iraq is for 
the elected leaders and society leaders to re-
ject the extremists that are trying to stop the 
advance of this young democracy. I appre-
ciated very much His Eminence’s strong po-
sition against the murder of innocent life. 

We talked about the need to give the Gov-
ernment of Iraq more capability as quickly 
as possible, so that the elected Government 
of Iraq can do that which the Iraqi people 
want, which is to secure their country from 
the extremists and murderers. I told His Em-
inence that I was proud of the courage of 
the Iraqi people. I told him that we’re not 
satisfied with the pace of progress in Iraq, 
and that we want to continue to work with 
the sovereign Government of Iraq to accom-
plish our mutual objectives, which is a free 
country that can govern itself, sustain itself, 
and defend itself—a free country which will 

serve as an ally in the war against the extrem-
ists and radicals and terrorists. 

So, Your Eminence, welcome back. Thank 
you for the very constructive conversation we 
had. 

Chairman Hakim. In the name of God, 
the merciful, the passionate, and blessing 
upon Prophet Mohammed and his purified 
family and his loyal companions. My meeting 
with President Bush today emerges from our 
shared commitment towards continued dia-
log and consultation among us and also on 
the basis of our conviction that the Iraqi issue 
is a mutual interest. It’s an issue that requires 
coordination between the two sides in a way 
that concerns both of us politically and from 
a security point of view and economic point 
of view as well. 

Therefore, our conversation today focused 
on ways to advance the work of the Iraqi 
Government, the elected Government, as 
well as to advance the whole situation in Iraq 
and move it forward. Also, we have discussed 
ways in order to provide all the necessities 
that the Iraqi Armed Forces will need, in 
terms of armament, in terms of trainings, in 
order to be in a position to assume the secu-
rity file. 

The Iraqi situation is being subjected to 
a great deal of defamation, and the true pic-
ture is not being presented in order to show 
a dark side of what’s happening in Iraq. We 
see the attempts to defame and distort the 
situation in Iraq, not taking into consider-
ation the democratic steps that that country 
has taken, writing the Constitution and estab-
lishing a state that depends heavily on the 
Constitution, that it is unified and that it is 
strong. There are attempts to show the sec-
tarian strife in an attempt to weaken the posi-
tion in Iraq. 

The U.S. interests, the Iraqi interests, the 
regional interests, they are all linked. There-
fore, it is very important when we deal with 
this issue, we look at the interests of the Iraqi 
people. If we don’t, this whole issue could 
backfire and could harm the interests of the 
region, the United States, and Iraq as well. 

Therefore, we believe that the Iraqi issue 
should be solved by the Iraqis with the help 
of friends everywhere. But we reject any at-
tempts to have a regional or international 
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role in solving the Iraqi issue. We cannot by-
pass the political process. Iraq should be in 
a position to solve Iraqi problems. We wel-
come any effort that could enhance the 
democratic reality in Iraq and protect the 
constitutional role of that state. 

We have gone a long way to establish a 
democratic and pluralistic society in Iraq. We 
have given a great deal of sacrifice toward 
achieving that objective. We cherish all the 
sacrifices that took place for the liberation 
and the freedom of Iraq, sacrifices by the 
Iraqi people, as well as friendly nations, and 
on top of that list, sacrifices by the Ameri-
cans. We have now an elected government 
in Iraq, a government that it is so determined 
to combat both violence and terror, a govern-
ment that it is—strongly believes in the unity 
of that government and of that country and 
the society, a government that deals and will 
deal with all the sources of terrorism regard-
less where they come from. 

We will work very hard and seek all forms 
of cooperation at the international level and 
the regional level in order to defeat ter-
rorism, that it is trying to use Iraq as a base 
in order to sabotage the future of that nation. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President, for 
allowing me this opportunity to meet with 
you. I would like to take this opportunity also 
to thank the American people and their sym-
pathy toward Iraq, those who helped Iraq to 
get rid of a brutal dictatorship and to enjoy 
freedom and liberties. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:26 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. Chair-
man Hakim spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks on the Resignation of 
John R. Bolton as United States 
Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations 
December 4, 2006 

The President. I received the resignation 
of Ambassador John Bolton. I accepted; I’m 
not happy about it. I think he deserved to 
be confirmed. And the reason why I think 

he deserved to be confirmed is because I 
know he did a fabulous job for the country. 

And I want to thank you and Gretchen for 
serving in a very important position, and 
doing so in a way that a lot of Americans 
really appreciate, John. We’re going to miss 
you in this administration. You’ve been a stal-
wart defender of freedom and peace. You’ve 
been strong in your advocacy for human 
rights and human dignity. You’ve done every-
thing that can be expected for an Ambas-
sador. 

And I accept your letter, and I wish you 
and Gretchen all the very best. 

Ambassador Bolton. Many thanks. 
The President. Thank you. Thanks for 

serving. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:49 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gretchen Bolton, wife of Ambas-
sador Bolton. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also made available Ambassador Bolton’s letter of 
resignation. 

Statement on the Resignation of 
John R. Bolton as United States 
Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations 
December 4, 2006 

It is with deep regret that I accept John 
Bolton’s decision to end his service in the 
administration as Permanent Representative 
of the United States to the United Nations 
when his commission expires. 

Over a year ago, I appointed Ambassador 
Bolton because I knew he would represent 
America’s values and effectively confront dif-
ficult problems at the United Nations. He 
served his country with extraordinary dedica-
tion and skill, assembling coalitions that ad-
dressed some of the most consequential 
issues facing the international community. 
During his tenure, he articulately advocated 
the positions and values of the United States 
and advanced the expansion of democracy 
and liberty. 

Ambassador Bolton led the successful ne-
gotiations that resulted in unanimous Secu-
rity Council resolutions regarding North Ko-
rea’s military and nuclear activities. He built 
consensus among our allies on the need for 
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Iran to suspend the enrichment and reproc-
essing of uranium. His efforts to promote the 
cause of peace in Darfur resulted in a peace-
keeping commitment by the United Nations. 
He made the case for United Nations reform 
because he cares about the institution and 
wants it to become more credible and effec-
tive. 

I am deeply disappointed that a handful 
of United States Senators prevented Ambas-
sador Bolton from receiving the up-or-down 
vote he deserved in the Senate. They chose 
to obstruct his confirmation, even though he 
enjoys majority support in the Senate and 
even though their tactics will disrupt our dip-
lomatic work at a sensitive and important 
time. This stubborn obstructionism ill serves 
our country and discourages men and women 
of talent from serving their Nation. 

I thank John Bolton for the dedication and 
skill with which he performed his duties, and 
his wife, Gretchen, and daughter, Jennifer 
Sarah, for their support as Ambassador 
Bolton served his country. All Americans owe 
John Bolton their gratitude for a job well 
done. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
made available Ambassador Bolton’s letter of res-
ignation. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Secretary of Defense-Designate 
Robert M. Gates 
December 5, 2006 

The President. Good morning. I just had 
a breakfast with my nominee to be the Sec-
retary of Defense, Bob Gates. Bob Gates will 
be a fine Secretary of Defense. I appreciate 
the fact that he’s getting a hearing today in 
the United States Senate. I hope for a speedy 
confirmation so he can get sworn in and get 
to work. 

Those who wear the uniform know they’ll 
have a friend in Bob Gates in the Defense 
Department. He admires our military; he re-
spects those who have volunteered to serve 
our country. He’s going to do an excellent 
job for us. 

Again, Bob, I thank you for agreeing to 
serve. 

Robert M. Gates. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Thank you very much. 

The President. Best of luck up there on 
Capitol Hill. Good luck to you. 

Mr. Gates. Thank you. 
The President. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:48 a.m. in the 
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House. 

Executive Order 13416— 
Strengthening Surface 
Transportation Security 
December 5, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to strengthen 
the security of the Nation’s surface transpor-
tation systems and thereby enhance the pro-
tection of the people, property, and territory 
of the United States of America against ter-
rorist attacks, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The security of our Na-
tion’s surface transportation systems is a na-
tional priority, vital to our economy, and es-
sential to the security of our Nation. Federal, 
State, local, and tribal governments, the pri-
vate sector, and the public share responsi-
bility for the security of surface transpor-
tation. It is the policy of the United States 
to protect the people, property, and territory 
of the United States by facilitating the imple-
mentation of a comprehensive, coordinated, 
and efficient security program to protect sur-
face transportation systems within and adja-
cent to the United States against terrorist at-
tacks. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. For purposes of this 
order: 

(a) ‘‘agencies’’ means those executive de-
partments enumerated in 5 U.S.C. 101, inde-
pendent establishments as defined by 5 
U.S.C. 104(1), government corporations as 
defined by 5 U.S.C. 103(1), and the United 
States Postal Service; 

(b) ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of 
Homeland Security; 

(c) ‘‘security guideline’’ means any secu-
rity-related guidance that the Secretary rec-
ommends, for implementation on a voluntary 
basis, to enhance the security of surface 
transportation; 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:21 Dec 12, 2006 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P49DET4.008 P49DET4



2125 Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 / Dec. 5 

(d) ‘‘security requirement’’ means any 
‘‘regulatory action’’ as defined in section 3 
of Executive Order 12866 of September 30, 
1993, as amended (Regulatory Planning and 
Review), including security directives when 
appropriate, to implement measures to en-
hance the security of surface transportation; 

(e) ‘‘surface transportation modes’’ means 
mass transit, commuter and long-distance 
passenger rail, freight rail, commercial vehi-
cles (including intercity buses), and pipe-
lines, and related infrastructure (including 
roads and highways), that are within the terri-
tory of the United States, but does not in-
clude electric grids; and 

(f) ‘‘surface transportation’’ means any 
conveyance of people, goods, or commodities 
using one or more surface transportation 
modes. 

Sec. 3. Functions of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security. The Secretary is the 
principal Federal official responsible for in-
frastructure protection activities for surface 
transportation. To implement the policy set 
forth in section 1 of this order, the Secretary 
shall, consistent with the National Infrastruc-
ture Protection Plan (NIPP), in coordination 
with the Secretary of Transportation, and in 
consultation with the heads of other relevant 
agencies: 

(a) assess the security of each surface 
transportation mode and evaluate the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of current Federal 
Government surface transportation security 
initiatives; 

(b) building upon current security initia-
tives, not later than December 31, 2006, de-
velop a comprehensive transportation sys-
tems sector specific plan, as defined in the 
NIPP; 

(c) not later than 90 days after the com-
prehensive transportation systems sector spe-
cific plan is completed, develop an annex to 
such plan that addresses each surface trans-
portation mode, which shall also include, at 
a minimum— 

(i) an identification of existing security 
guidelines and security requirements 
and any security gaps, a description 
of how the transportation systems sec-
tor specific plan will be implemented 
for such mode, and the respective 
roles, responsibilities, and authorities 

of Federal, State, local, and tribal gov-
ernments and the private sector; 

(ii) schedules and protocols for annual re-
views of the effectiveness of surface 
transportation security-related infor-
mation sharing mechanisms in bring-
ing about the timely exchange of sur-
face transportation security informa-
tion among Federal, State, local, and 
tribal governments and the private 
sector, as appropriate; and 

(iii) a process for assessing (A) compliance 
with any security guidelines and secu-
rity requirements issued by the Sec-
retary for surface transportation, and 
(B) the need for revision of such 
guidelines and requirements to en-
sure their continuing effectiveness; 

(d) in consultation with State, local, and 
tribal government officials and the private 
sector, not later than 180 days after the date 
of this order, identify surface transportation 
modes, or components thereof, that are sub-
ject to high risk of terrorist attack, draft ap-
propriate security guidelines or security re-
quirements to mitigate such risks, and ensure 
that, prior to their issuance, draft security re-
quirements are transmitted to the Office of 
Management and Budget for review in ac-
cordance with Executive Order 12866 and 
draft security guidelines receive appropriate 
interagency review; 

(e) develop, implement, and lead a proc-
ess, in collaboration with other agencies, 
State, local, and tribal governments, and the 
private sector, as appropriate, to coordinate 
research, development, testing, and evalua-
tion of technologies (including alternative 
uses for commercial off-the-shelf tech-
nologies and products) relating to the protec-
tion of surface transportation, including— 

(i) determining product and technology 
needs to inform the requirements for 
and prioritization of research, devel-
opment, testing, and evaluation, 
based on the security guidelines and 
security requirements developed pur-
suant to subsection (c) of this section 
and evolving terrorist threats to the 
security of surface transportation; 

(ii) collecting information on existing and 
planned research, development, test-
ing, and evaluation efforts; and 
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(iii) not later than 180 days after the date 
of this order, consistent with section 
313 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, as amended (6 U.S.C. 193), es-
tablishing and making available to 
Federal, State, local, and tribal gov-
ernment entities, and private sector 
owners and operators of surface trans-
portation systems, lists of available 
technologies and products relating to 
the protection of surface transpor-
tation; and 

(f) use security grants authorized by law 
to assist in implementing security require-
ments and security guidelines issued pursu-
ant to law and consistent with subsection (c) 
of this section. 

Sec. 4. Duties of Heads of Other Agencies. 
Heads of agencies, as appropriate, shall pro-
vide such assistance and information as the 
Secretary may request to implement this 
order. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. This order: 

(a) shall be implemented consistent with 
applicable law and the authorities of agen-
cies, or heads of agencies, vested by law, and 
subject to the availability of appropriations; 

(b) shall not be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect the functions of the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budget, administrative, and legisla-
tive proposals; and 

(c) is not intended to, and does not, create 
any rights or benefits, substantive or proce-
dural, enforceable at law or in equity by a 
party against the United States, its agencies, 
instrumentalities, or entities, its officers, em-
ployees, or agents, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 5, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:43 a.m., December 6, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on December 7. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Iraq Study Group 
December 6, 2006 

I just received the Iraq Study Group re-
port, prepared by a distinguished panel of 
our fellow citizens. I want to thank James 
Baker and Lee Hamilton and the panel 
members for spending a lot of time on this 
really difficult issue. And I thank you for 
coming into the White House today to give 
me a copy of this report. 

I’ve told the members that this report, 
called ‘‘The Way Forward,’’ will be taken 
very seriously by this administration. This re-
port gives a very tough assessment of the situ-
ation in Iraq. It is a report that brings some 
really very interesting proposals, and we will 
take every proposal seriously, and we will act 
in a timely fashion. 

The commission is headed up to Congress, 
and I urge the Members of Congress to take 
this report seriously. While they won’t agree 
with every proposal—and we probably won’t 
agree with every proposal—it, nevertheless, 
is an opportunity to come together and to 
work together on this important issue. 

The country, in my judgment, is tired of 
pure political bickering that happens in 
Washington, and they understand that on this 
important issue of war and peace, it is best 
for our country to work together. And I un-
derstand how difficult that is, but this report 
will give us all an opportunity to find com-
mon ground, for the good of the country— 
not for the good of the Republican Party or 
the Democrat Party, but for the good of the 
country. 

We can achieve long-lasting peace for this 
country, and it requires tough work. It also 
requires a strategy that will be effective. And 
we’ve got men and women of both political 
parties around this table who spent a lot of 
time thinking about the way forward in Iraq 
and the way forward in the Middle East, and 
I can’t thank them enough for your time. You 
could be doing a lot of other things. You 
could have had a lot more simple life than 
to allow your government to call you back 
into service, but you did allow us to call you 
back into service, and you’ve made a vital 
contribution to the country. Our fellow citi-
zens have got to know that it is possible for 
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people of good will to come together to help 
make recommendations on how to deal with 
a very serious situation. 

And we applaud your work. I will take it 
very seriously, and we’ll act on it in a timely 
fashion. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to James A. Baker III and Lee 
H. Hamilton, cochairs, Iraq Study Group. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Oscar Arias Sanchez of 
Costa Rica 
December 6, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. President, welcome. 
I’m glad to welcome you back to the White 
House. I appreciate the very important dis-
cussions we had. Our discussions started with 
the bilateral relationship between the United 
States and Costa Rica. It is an important rela-
tionship. It’s an important relationship when 
it comes to trade; it’s an important relation-
ship when it comes to interchanges between 
our governments and our peoples. 

Mr. President, you spent a lot of time talk-
ing about the importance of education, and 
I respect you for that, and I appreciate your 
emphasis on education. And we will inves-
tigate ways to determine whether or not the 
United States can help, if you so desire, on 
matters of education. And I congratulate you 
on being very successful in educating the 
younger children of your country. And I, 
again, admire your focus on extending the 
education through all grades in Costa Rica. 

Secondly, we spent time on CAFTA. It’s 
an important initiative for this administra-
tion. I appreciate your dedication to the issue 
of trade. The President understands full well 
that trade is the best way to help reduce pov-
erty around the world, and so he made it 
clear to me his deep desire for the United 
States to take the lead on the Doha round 
of the trade discussions, which I assured him 
we would. 

I appreciated very much your advice, Mr. 
President, on the neighborhood in which we 
live. I thank you for your clear vision when 

it comes to forms of government. And I ap-
preciate you sharing with me your insights 
as to the different countries and different 
leaders and how best that we can work to-
gether to achieve peace and stability. 

It’s an honor to have you here, sir. You 
represent a fine country that a lot of Ameri-
cans have had firsthand knowledge with. And 
I’m proud to welcome you. 

President Arias Sanchez. Well, thank 
you, Mr. President, for your time. This room 
is familiar to me. I visited the Oval Office 
in the past, during the Reagan years and 
when President Bush was President. I was 
telling President Bush that in the past, every 
time I came to the White House, it was not 
to talk about Costa Rica, but about Nica-
ragua, and I’m very happy that we had a 
chance to talk about Costa Rica this time. 

And as he just mentioned, my country is 
a small country—we produce what we do not 
consume, and we consume what we do not 
produce. This is why trade is so important 
to us. Costa Rica is a very open economy, 
is the second-largest open economy in this 
hemisphere, after Chile. And this is why 
CAFTA is important to us and this is why 
we’re so determined to approve CAFTA, rat-
ify CAFTA in our Congress as soon as pos-
sible. And we are in the process of initiating 
negotiations with the European Union about 
free trade agreement with the whole of Eu-
rope, the European Union. 

Concerning education, this is my priority. 
Peace was my priority 20 years ago; now it’s 
education. I was asking President Bush that 
his program, No Child Left Behind, could 
be applied in many Latin American coun-
tries. You are all aware that what explains 
our failures, among other things, is the fact 
that average schooling in Latin American 
countries is only 61⁄2 years, and that explains 
the social inequality and the poverty of our 
people. 

So at the beginning of the 21st century, 
we’re going to spend more on education, 
which is my dream and my determination to 
spend as much as 8 percent of GDP on edu-
cation. We are simply condemning our chil-
dren to remain poor as their grandfathers— 
and this is something that certainly the peo-
ple of Latin America don’t deserve. 
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President Bush. Thank you, sir. Glad 
you’re here. Good job. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:41 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Members of Congress 
December 6, 2006 

I’ve just met with Members of Congress 
from both political parties. My message is 
this: I want to work with the Congress; I want 
to work with people in both parties, so that 
we can send a message to the American peo-
ple that the struggle for freedom, the strug-
gle for our security is not the purview of one 
party over the other. The American people 
want us to work together, and my intention 
is to do just that. 

Today the Baker-Hamilton Commission, 
the Iraq Study Group put out what I thought 
was a very interesting report. There’s some 
very good ideas in there. Not all of us around 
the table agree with every idea, but we do 
agree that it shows that bipartisan consensus 
on important issues is possible—really im-
portant for the American people to know that 
there are people of good will here in town 
willing to set aside politics and focus on the 
security of this country and the peace of the 
world. 

And I want to thank you all for taking time 
out of your schedules to come. It means a 
lot to me, and I think it means a lot to the 
American people, to recognize that there are 
people in this town who are concerned more 
about the security of this country than they 
are about the security of their own political 
positions. And I’m proud to be with you. And 
I want to thank you for your thoughts. I take 
your comments very seriously. I take your 
ideas very seriously. And it’s important to me 
that we continue to hear from the Congress 
as we fashion a way—a new way forward in 
Iraq, a new look, to achieve our objective 
of a country which can sustain itself, govern 
itself, defend itself, and be an ally in this war 
against extremism and terrorism. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:27 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Robert M. Gates To Be the Secretary 
of Defense 

December 6, 2006 

I am pleased the Senate has overwhelm-
ingly voted to confirm Dr. Robert Gates as 
the next Secretary of Defense. In his con-
firmation hearing, Dr. Gates demonstrated 
he is an experienced, qualified, and thought-
ful man who is well respected by members 
of both parties and is committed to winning 
the war on terror. Throughout his career, Dr. 
Gates has transformed the organizations he 
has led and empowered them to successfully 
address complex issues. I am confident that 
his leadership and capabilities will help our 
country meet its current military challenges 
and prepare for emerging threats of the 21st 
century. 

I thank Chairman Warner and Ranking 
Member Levin for leading dignified and con-
structive hearings, and I thank the Senate for 
moving quickly on this nomination. 

Executive Order 13417— 
Establishing an Emergency Board To 
Investigate Disputes Between 
Metro-North Railroad and Certain of 
Its Employees Represented by 
Certain Labor Organizations 

December 6, 2006 

Disputes exist between Metro-North Rail-
road (Metro-North) and certain of its em-
ployees represented by certain labor organi-
zations. The labor organizations involved in 
these disputes are designated on the attached 
list, which is made a part of this order. 

The disputes have not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway 
Labor Act, as amended, 45 U.S.C. 151 et. 
seq. (RLA). 

A party empowered by the RLA has re-
quested that the President establish an emer-
gency board pursuant to section 9A of the 
RLA (45 U.S.C. 159a). 
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Section 9A(c) of the RLA provides that the 
President, upon such request, shall appoint 
an emergency board to investigate and report 
on the disputes. 

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested 
in me as President by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 9A of the RLA, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency 
Board (Board). There is established, effec-
tive 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on De-
cember 7, 2006, a Board of three members 
to be appointed by the President to inves-
tigate and report on these disputes. No mem-
ber shall be pecuniarily or otherwise inter-
ested in any organization of railroad employ-
ees or any carrier. The Board shall perform 
its functions subject to the availability of 
funds. 

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to 
the President with respect to the disputes 
within 30 days of its creation. 

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 9A(c) of the RLA, from the 
date of the creation of the Board and for 120 
days thereafter, no change in the conditions 
out of which the disputes arose shall be made 
by the parties to the controversy, except by 
agreement of the parties. 

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records 
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s 
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board. 

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in section 2 of this order. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 6, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:50 a.m., December 7, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order and its attached list 
were published in the Federal Register on Decem-
ber 8. 

Presidential Determination on 
Waiver of Conditions on Obligation 
and Expenditure of Funds for 
Planning, Design, and Construction 
of a Chemical Weapons Destruction 
Facility in Russia for Calendar Year 
2007 
December 6, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–06 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Waiver of Conditions on Obligation and 
Expenditure of Funds for Planning, Design, 
and Construction of a Chemical Weapons 
Destruction Facility in Russia for Calendar 
Year 2007 

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 1303 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2005 (Public 
Law 108–375) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby certify 
that waiving the conditions described in sec-
tion 1305 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2000 (Public Law 
106–65), as amended, is important to the na-
tional security interests of the United States, 
and include herein, for submission to the 
Congress, the statement, justification, and 
plan described in section 1303 of the Act. 
This waiver shall apply for calendar year 
2007. 

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification, including the state-
ment, justification, and plan, to the Congress 
and to arrange for the publication of this cer-
tification in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 7. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom 
December 7, 2006 

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. I just had a good visit with Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. I appreciate you coming 
back, Mr. Prime Minister. I always enjoy our 
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discussions. And I appreciate your clear view 
that we are confronted with a struggle be-
tween moderation and extremism, and this 
is particularly evident in the broader Middle 
East. 

I talked about my recent trip to Jordan, 
where I talked to Prime Minister Maliki. I 
briefed the Prime Minister on my visit with 
His Eminence, Mr. Hakim, one of the major 
political players in Iraq. We discussed the re-
port I received yesterday from the Iraq Study 
Group, a report chaired by Secretary of 
State—former Secretary of State James 
Baker and former Congressman Lee Ham-
ilton. I told the Prime Minister I thought this 
was a very constructive report. I appreciated 
the fact that they laid out a series of rec-
ommendations, and they’re worthy of serious 
study. I also updated the Prime Minister on 
the reviews that are being conducted by the 
Pentagon and the State Department and our 
National Security Council. I talked to him 
about the consultations I’m having with the 
United States Congress. 

We agree that victory in Iraq is important; 
it’s important for the Iraqi people; it’s impor-
tant for the security of the United States and 
Great Britain; and it’s important for the civ-
ilized world. We agree that an Iraq that can 
govern itself, defend itself, and sustain itself 
as an ally on the war on terror is a noble 
goal. The Prime Minister and I seek a wide 
range of opinions about how to go forward 
in Iraq, and I appreciate your opinions and 
your advice. 

The increase in sectarian attacks we’re see-
ing in and around Baghdad are unsettling. 
It has led to much debate in both our coun-
tries about the nature of the war that is taking 
place in Iraq. And it is true that Sunni and 
Shi’a extremists are targeting each other’s in-
nocent civilians and engaging in brutal re-
prisals. It’s also true that forces beyond Iraq’s 
borders contribute to this violence. And the 
Prime Minister put it this way: He said, ‘‘The 
violence is not an accident or a result of faulty 
planning. It is a deliberate strategy. It is the 
direct result of outside extremists teaming up 
with internal extremists—Al Qaida with the 
Sunni insurgents and Iran with the Shi’a mili-
tia—to foment hatred and to throttle, at 
birth, the possibility of a nonsectarian de-

mocracy.’’ You were right, and I appreciate 
your comments. 

The primary victims of the sectarian vio-
lence are the moderate majority of Iraqis— 
Sunni and Shi’a alike—who want a future of 
peace. The primary beneficiaries are Sunni 
and Shi’a extremists, inside and outside of 
Iraq, who want chaos in that country so they 
can take control and further their ambitions 
to dominate the region. 

These Sunni and Shi’a extremists have im-
portant differences, yet they agree on one 
thing: The rise of free and democratic soci-
eties in the Middle East, where people can 
practice their faith, choose their leaders, and 
live together in peace would be a decisive 
blow to their cause. 

And so they’re supporting extremists 
across the region who are working to under-
mine young democracies. Just think about 
the Middle East. In Iraq, they support terror-
ists and death squads who are fomenting sec-
tarian violence in an effort to bring down the 
elected Government of Prime Minister 
Maliki. In Lebanon, they’re supporting 
Hizballah, which recently declared its inten-
tion to force the collapse of Prime Minister 
Siniora’s democratically elected Parliament 
and Government. In Afghanistan, they’re 
supporting remnants of the Taliban that are 
seeking to destabilize President Karzai’s Gov-
ernment and regain power. In the Palestinian 
Territories, they are working to stop mod-
erate leaders like President Abbas from mak-
ing progress toward the vision of two demo-
cratic states, Israel and Palestine, living side 
by side in peace and security. 

In each of these places, radicals and ex-
tremists are using terror to stop the spread 
of freedom. And they do so because they 
want to spread their ideologies, their 
ideologies of hate and impose their rule on 
this vital part of the world. And should they 
succeed, history will look back on our time 
with unforgiving clarity and demand to know, 
what happened? How come free nations did 
not act to preserve the peace? 

Prime Minister Blair and I understand that 
we have a responsibility to lead and to sup-
port moderates and reformers who work for 
change across the broader Middle East. We 
also recognize that meeting this responsi-
bility requires action. We will take concerted 
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efforts to advance the cause of peace in the 
Middle East. Prime Minister Blair informed 
me that he will be heading to the Middle 
East soon to talk to both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, and I support that mission. I 
support the mission because it’s important 
for us to advance the cause of two states liv-
ing side by side in peace, and helping both 
parties eliminate the obstacles that prevent 
an agreement from being reached. And your 
strong leadership on this issue matters a lot. 

We’ll support the democratic Government 
of Prime Minister Maliki as he makes dif-
ficult decisions and confronts the forces of 
terror and extremism that are working hard 
to tear his country apart. 

Britain and America are old allies, and the 
Prime Minister and I are strong friends. But 
Britain and America aren’t standing together 
in this war because of friendship. We’re 
standing together because our two nations 
face an unprecedented threat to civilization. 
We’re standing together to prevent terrorists 
and extremists from dominating the Middle 
East. We stand together to prevent extrem-
ists from regaining the safe haven they lost 
in Afghanistan, a safe haven from which they 
launched attacks that killed thousands of our 
citizens. We stand together because we un-
derstand the only way to secure a lasting 
peace for our children and grandchildren is 
to defeat the extremist ideologies and help 
the ideology of hope, democracy prevail. We 
know the only way to secure peace for our-
selves is to help millions of moms and dads 
across the Middle East build what our citi-
zens already have: societies based on liberty 
that will allow their children to grow up in 
peace and opportunity. 

It’s a tough time, and it’s a difficult mo-
ment for America and Great Britain. And the 
task before us is daunting. Yet our nations 
have stood together before in difficult mo-
ments. Sixty-five years ago this day, America 
was jolted out of our isolationism and 
plunged into a global war that Britain had 
been fighting for 2 years. In that war, our 
Nation stood firm. And there were difficult 
moments during that war, yet the leaders of 
our two nations never lost faith in the capac-
ity to prevail. 

We will stand firm again, in this first war 
of the 21st century. We will defeat the ex-

tremists and the radicals. We will help a 
young democracy prevail in Iraq. And in so 
doing, we will secure freedom and peace for 
millions, including our own citizens. 

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. 
Prime Minister Blair. Thank you very 

much, Mr. President. And thank you, firstly, 
for stressing again the strength of the rela-
tionship between our two countries, which 
is important for us, but I think it’s important 
for the wider global community as well. 
Thank you also for the clarity of your vision 
about the mission that we’re engaged in at 
the moment, which is a struggle between 
freedom and democracy on the one hand and 
terrorism and sectarianism on the other. And 
it’s a noble mission, and it’s the right mission, 
and it’s important for our world that it suc-
ceeds. 

And so the question is, how do we make 
sure that it does, indeed, succeed? And in 
respect of Iraq, I, like you, welcome the 
Baker-Hamilton study group. It offers a 
strong way forward. I think it is important 
now we concentrate on the elements that are 
necessary to make sure that we succeed, be-
cause the consequences of failure are severe. 
And I believe this is a mission we have to 
succeed in and we can succeed in. 

And I think there are three elements that 
we can take forward. The first is to make 
sure that we are supporting the Maliki Gov-
ernment in making sure that that Govern-
ment’s nonsectarian nature is reflected in the 
policies of that Government and the way that 
it conducts itself. I think in respect of govern-
ance and security and capability—particu-
larly economic capability—there is much that 
we are doing, but can do even more in order 
to make sure that they are supported in the 
vital work that they do and in the work of 
reconciliation, in bringing the different parts 
of Iraq together in order to give effect to 
the will of the Iraqi people, expressed in their 
democratic election. 

I think, secondly, it’s important that all of 
us who are engaged in this, but particularly 
those in the region, live up to their respon-
sibilities in supporting the Maliki Govern-
ment, in ensuring that Iraq is able to proceed 
in a democratic and nonsectarian way. 

And I think that, finally, as you rightly em-
phasize, it is important that we do everything 
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we can in the wider Middle East to bring 
about peace between Israel and the Palestin-
ians. This is something that I know you feel 
deeply and passionately about. You are the 
first President who committed yourself to the 
two-state solution, and I believe that by mov-
ing this forward, we send a very strong signal 
not just to the region but to the whole of 
the world that we are evenhanded and just 
in the application of our values, that we want 
to see an Israel confident of its security and 
a Palestinian people able to live in peace and 
justice and democracy. 

And that brings me back, finally, to the 
point that I began with, because I think it 
is the central point—yes, it is immensely 
tough at the moment and very challenging, 
and everybody knows that. But there are only 
two ways that the Middle East can go. Its 
people can either be presented with a choice 
between a secular or a religious dictatorship, 
which is not a choice that any free people 
would ever choose, or alternatively, they can 
enjoy the same possibilities of democracy 
that we hold dear in our countries. And this 
is not a view that we hold—I hold because 
of idealism alone; it is because I also believe 
that the only realistic path to security is by 
ensuring the spread of liberty. 

So, Mr. President, thank you again for wel-
coming me here, and we will work closely 
with you in the time to come in order to 
achieve the mission we have set ourselves. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. We’ll answer a couple of questions. 

Iraq Study Group Report/Situation in the 
Middle East 

Q. Mr. President and Mr. Prime Minister, 
neither of you has shown much doubt about 
your Iraq policies. Do you acknowledge that 
your approach has failed, as Baker-Hamilton 
suggests? And are you willing to engage di-
rectly with Syria and Iran and pull out most 
combat forces by early 2008, unless there’s 
unexpected circumstances? 

President Bush. The thing I liked about 
the Baker-Hamilton report is, it discussed 
the way forward in Iraq. And I believe we 
need a new approach. And that’s why I’ve 
tasked the Pentagon to analyze the way for-
ward. That’s why Prime Minister Blair is here 
to talk about the way forward, so we can 

achieve the objective, which is an Iraq which 
can govern itself, sustain itself, and defend 
itself and be an ally in the war on terror. 

And the Baker-Hamilton report did some 
very interesting things. First, it shows that 
Republicans and Democrats can work to-
gether to achieve an—to come up with a 
strategy to achieve an objective, something 
the American people don’t think is possible 
to happen. In other words, they’ve seen elec-
tions, and they saw all the bitterness and fin-
ger-pointing and name-calling and wonder 
whether or not we can work together on this 
important cause. And I believe we can, and 
the Baker-Hamilton commission showed it’s 
possible for people of good will to sit down 
at the table and design a way forward. 

And so that’s why I’m sitting down with 
the Members of Congress, to say to both Re-
publicans and Democrats, ‘‘This is an impor-
tant cause. It’s important for our security. It’s 
important to help lay the foundations for 
peace, and I want to hear your ideas.’’ And 
I thought the report did a good job of show-
ing what is possible. The Congress isn’t going 
to accept every recommendation in the re-
port, and neither will the administration, but 
there’s a lot of very important things in the 
report that we ought to seriously consider. 

And as the Prime Minister talked about, 
there’s three aspects to the report. One is, 
how do we empower the Maliki Government 
so that the Maliki Government—the elected 
Government of the Iraqis—can help with the 
economy, can help secure peace, can do hard 
work necessary to achieve stability and to 
achieve the objective? 

It talked about the regional—the countries 
in the region and the responsibilities of the 
region to help this Iraqi Government. And 
the idea of having an international group is 
an interesting idea. We’ve already got the 
Compact, and I think the Baker-Hamilton re-
port suggests that we broaden the Compact 
beyond just economic measures. 

But one thing is for certain: When peo-
ple—if people come to the table to discuss 
Iraq, they need to come understanding their 
responsibilities to not fund terrorists, to help 
this young democracy survive, to help with 
the economics of the country. And if people 
are not committed, if Syria and Iran is not 
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committed to that concept, then they 
shouldn’t bother to show up. 

Thirdly, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is 
important to have—is important to be solved. 
I’m committed to a two-state solution. I be-
lieve it is in Israel’s interest and the Pales-
tinian people’s interest to have two states liv-
ing side by side for peace. And the Prime 
Minister shares that goal, and he is willing 
to take time to go over and help remove ob-
stacles toward achieving that goal. 

And there are two notable obstacles: One 
is the prisoner; and secondly, is for there to 
be a unity government that recognizes the 
principles of the Quartet, with which Israel 
can negotiate. And we want to help. 

And so I view this as a very important way 
forward, with important concepts. And the 
American people expect us to come up with 
a new strategy to achieve the objective which 
I’ve been talking about and which is laid out 
in the Baker-Hamilton report. 

Prime Minister Blair. Look, I think the 
analysis of the situation is not really in dis-
pute. The question is, how do we find the 
right way forward? And what we’ve got at 
the moment is something that is at one level 
very simple to describe but at another level 
very profound and difficult to deal with, and 
that is that the outside extremists are linking 
up with internal extremists, basically to cre-
ate the circumstances of sectarianism, where 
it’s very, very difficult then for democracy 
and ordinary institutions to function. 

And I think the Baker-Hamilton report al-
lows us to—as the situation has evolved in 
Iraq—to evolve our strategy in order to meet 
it in the ways that I’ve just described. But 
I think we’ve got to be very, very clear about 
this: It will require everybody to face up to 
their responsibilities—us, of course, because 
we are principal actors in this, but also the 
Iraqi Government. They’ve got to be pre-
pared to make the moves necessary—full 
governance, full capability, reconciliation, 
and full help and security—and we will be 
there to support them. 

But then there’s responsibilities, as the 
President was saying a moment or two ago, 
on the region and the neighbors. And let me 
come directly to the Iran and Syria point. 
The issue for me is not a question of being 
unwilling to sit down with people or not, but 

the basis upon which we discuss Iraq has got 
to be clear, and it’s got to be a basis where 
we are all standing up for the right principles, 
which are now endorsed in the United Na-
tions resolutions, in respect of Iraq. In other 
words, you support the democratic elected 
Government; you do not support sectarians; 
and you do not support, arm, or finance ter-
rorists. 

Now, the very reason we have problems 
in parts of Iraq—and we know this very well 
down in the south of Iraq—is that Iran, for 
example, has been doing that. It’s been basi-
cally arming, financing, supporting terrorism. 
So we’ve got to be clear the basis upon which 
we take this forward. And as I say, it’s got 
to be on the basis of people accepting their 
responsibilities. 

And finally, in relation to what the Presi-
dent was just saying a moment or two ago 
on Israel and Palestine, I mean, I think that 
one thing that is very clear is that the old 
Middle East had within it the origins of all 
the problems we see. I mean, this terrorist 
problem that we faced in the last few years, 
it didn’t originate, I’m afraid, a few years ago. 
It’s been building up over decades. It’s come 
out of a series of states of oppression, of 
warped ideology based on a perverted view 
of the faith of Islam. This has been building 
up for a long period of time, and it has basi-
cally come out of the Middle East. 

Now my view in the end is that you go 
back to the origins of this and say, well, how 
do we resolve it? And the only way we resolve 
it is by having the right vision and then the 
practical measures to achieve it. 

Now I think the vision is absolutely cor-
rect. What we’ve got to do now—and this 
is exactly why the President is talking about 
the way forward—is that we’ve got to get the 
right way forward—this is where Baker- 
Hamilton helped—in order that we have the 
practical policy that bolsters and gives effect 
to the vision, because the vision is the right 
vision. You leave a Middle East in which the 
Israel-Palestine issue is not solved, in which 
there’s no moves towards democracy, in 
which Iraq goes back in its old state, in which 
the Iranian people have no chance to express 
themselves, maybe not in the months or one 
year, 2 years, but you’ll have the same prob-
lem. You know, the reason we are faced with 
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this issue is because in the end, everything 
that happened in that region erupted, in fact, 
on the streets of New York. But it—the ori-
gins of this went way, way back before that. 

And so it is—there’s a tendency, I think, 
sometimes, to see this as a battle between 
the idealists on the one hand and the realists 
on the other. In my view, the only modern 
form of realism is one that has ideals at the 
center of it. 

War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, the Iraq Study Group 

described the situation in Iraq as grave and 
deteriorating. You said that the increase in 
attacks is unsettling. That won’t convince 
many people that you’re still in denial about 
how bad things are in Iraq, and question your 
sincerity about changing course. 

President Bush. It’s bad in Iraq. Does 
that help? [Laughter] 

Q. Why did it take others to say it before 
you’ve been willing to acknowledge it to the 
world? 

President Bush. In all due respect, I’ve 
been saying it a lot. I understand how tough 
it is, and I’ve been telling the American peo-
ple how tough it is, and they know how tough 
it is. And the fundamental question is, do 
we have a plan to achieve our objective? Are 
we willing to change as the enemy has 
changed? And what Baker-Hamilton study 
has done is, it shows good ideas as to how 
to go forward. What our Pentagon is doing 
is figuring out ways to go forward, all aiming 
to achieve our objective. 

Make no mistake about it, I understand 
how tough it is, sir. I talk to the families who 
die. I understand there’s sectarian violence. 
I also understand that we’re hunting down 
Al Qaida on a regular basis and we’re bring-
ing them to justice. I understand how hard 
our troops are working. I know how brave 
the men and women who wear the uniform 
are, and therefore, they’ll have the full sup-
port of this government. I understand what 
long deployments mean to wives and hus-
bands, and mothers and fathers, particularly 
as we come into a holiday season. I under-
stand. And I have made it abundantly clear 
how tough it is. 

I also believe we’re going to succeed. I 
believe we’ll prevail. Not only do I know how 

important it is to prevail, I believe we will 
prevail. I understand how hard it is to prevail. 
But I also want the American people to un-
derstand that if we were to fail—and one way 
to assure failure is just to quit, is not to adjust, 
and say, it’s just not worth it—if we were 
to fail, that failed policy will come to hurt 
generations of Americans in the future. 

And as I said in my opening statement, 
I believe we’re in an ideological struggle be-
tween forces that are reasonable and want 
to live in peace and radicals and extremists. 
And when you throw into the mix radical 
Shi’a and radical Sunni trying to gain power 
and topple moderate governments, with en-
ergy which they could use to blackmail Great 
Britain or America or anybody else who 
doesn’t kowtow to them, and a nuclear weap-
on in the hands of a government that is— 
would be using that nuclear weapon to black-
mail to achieve political objectives, historians 
will look back and say, how come Bush and 
Blair couldn’t see the threat? That’s what 
they’ll be asking. And I want to tell you, I 
see the threat, and I believe it is up to our 
governments to help lead the forces of mod-
eration to prevail. It’s in our interests. 

And one of the things that has changed 
for American foreign policy is, a threat over-
seas can now come home to hurt us. And 
September the 11th should be a wake-up call 
for the American people to understand what 
happens if there is violence and safe havens 
in a part of the world. And what happens 
is, people can die here at home. 

And so, no, I appreciate your question. I 
appreciate—as you can tell, I feel strongly 
about making sure you understand that I un-
derstand it’s tough. But I want you to know, 
sir, that I believe we’ll prevail. I know we 
have to adjust to prevail, but I wouldn’t have 
our troops in harm’s way if I didn’t believe 
that, one, it was important, and two, we’ll 
succeed. Thank you. 

Diplomatic Efforts To Achieve Peace in 
the Middle East 

Q. Prime Minister, if I may, briefly—isn’t 
what the—— 

Prime Minister Blair. You’re not going 
to do a followup, are you? [Laughter] 

Q. No, no, forgive me. I just wanted to 
ask you about your Middle East mission, if 
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I may. Given your trip to the Middle East, 
isn’t the truth of what the Arab-Israeli solu-
tion—sorry, isn’t the truth of what the Arab- 
Israeli problem requires is not, however hard 
you try, another visit by a British Prime Min-
ister, but the genuine commitment—and not 
merely in words—of an American adminis-
tration that’s serious about doing something 
about it? 

Prime Minister Blair. Well, I believe that 
we have that commitment. And I mean, 
you’re right in this sense, there would be no 
point in me going unless it was part of a mis-
sion that was supported fully by our Amer-
ican allies. But it is—we agree—the vision— 
I mean, the one thing that I find very frus-
trating about the situation, Israel-Palestine, 
is that there is actually an agreement as to 
the solution we want to see, which is a two- 
state solution. And really, everybody is 
agreed to that. So the question is, how do 
you get there? 

And there are critical obstacles that stand 
in the way of that that require detailed atten-
tion and management, and it’s not merely 
myself who’s going to be engaged in this, of 
course, but as you know, the Secretary of 
State has been very closely involved in this. 
She’s been visiting the region recently, and 
I know is, again, fully committed to it. 

I think what is interesting from what you 
have from this today is an acceptance and, 
indeed, a clear belief that you look at these 
issues together. There is a kind of whole vi-
sion about how we need to proceed that links 
what happens inside Iraq with what happens 
outside Iraq. And again, I think that the 
Baker-Hamilton report put this very simply 
and very clearly. 

And you know, there is no way that you 
ever succeed in these things unless you just 
carry on trying, and that’s what we will do. 
And one of the things I learned in all the 
long years that you followed me in relation 
to Northern Ireland is that you just—you 
don’t accept that you ever give up. You just 
carry on doing it. And I am sure that it is 
possible to resolve this, and I also do believe 
that if we do, then it would send a signal 
of massive symbolic power across the world. 

President Bush. Steve [Steve Holland, 
Reuters]. 

War on Terror Strategy 
Q. Thank you, sir. You mentioned Iran and 

Syria as part of this regional effort. Are you 
willing to engage with them directly as the 
report recommends? And back to the issue 
of the troops, is it possible to get them out 
of Iraq by early 2008, as the report talks 
about? And when do you hope to have this 
report? Sorry to—— 

President Bush. How many questions do 
you got, Steve? 

Q. Sorry about that. [Laughter] 
President Bush. You mean, when do I 

hope to announce the strategy, is that what 
you’re talking about? 

Q. Yes, sir. 
President Bush. After I get the reports. 

And Baker-Hamilton is a really important 
part of our considerations. But we want to 
make sure the military gets their point of 
view in. After all, a lot of what we’re doing 
is a military operation. I want to make sure 
the State Department is able to help us ana-
lyze the strategy to make sure that we’ve got 
the right political emphasis, not only inside 
Iraq but outside Iraq. 

I appreciated the Prime Minister’s answer 
to this lad—we call them lads, in Great Brit-
ain—lad’s question, is that—[laughter]. 

Prime Minister Blair. You’ve made a 
friend, I think, there. [Laughter] It’s a long 
time since anyone’s called him that, yes. 
[Laughter] 

President Bush. You got to understand— 
well—— 

Q. He calls me a number of other things. 
President Bush. Our Secretary of State 

is very much engaged in this issue. She works 
hard on the issue. And as much as we’d like 
to impose the settlement, it’s important for 
you to understand, sir, that the Israelis and 
the Palestinians must accept responsibility 
and must sign off on an agreement. It’s kind 
of easy to sit back and say, okay, we’re going 
to impose this on them. We can help, and 
we will help. 

So, Steve, that’s—we’re spending a lot— 
I know, I’m heading back. We’re spending 
a lot of time considering the new course, be-
cause the decisions that we make affect lives. 
They affect the lives of our soldiers; they af-
fect the lives of the Iraqi people. But one 
thing is central to this new course, and that 
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is, the Iraqi Government must be given more 
responsibility so they can prove to their peo-
ple and to their allies that they’re capable 
of making hard decisions necessary for their 
young democracy to move forward. 

Second part of your long question? 

Iran/Syria 
Q. Well, are you willing to engage direct 

talks with—— 
President Bush. Oh, Iran and Syria. 
Q. ——just a regional effort—— 
President Bush. No, no, I understand. 

Steve, let me talk about engaging Iran. We 
have made it clear to the Iranians that there 
is a possible change in U.S. policy, a policy 
that’s been in place for 27 years, and that 
is that if they would like to engage the United 
States that they’ve got to verifiably suspend 
their enrichment program. We’ve made our 
choice. Iran now has an opportunity to make 
its choice. I would hope they would make 
the choice that most of the free world wants 
them to make, which is, there is no need 
to have a weapons program; there is no need 
to isolate your people; there’s no need to con-
tinue this obstinance when it comes to your 
stated desires to have a nuclear weapon. It’s 
not in your interest to do so. 

And should they agree to verifiably sus-
pend their enrichment, the United States will 
be at the table with our partners. 

It’s really interesting to talk about con-
versations with countries—which is fine; I 
can understand why people speculate about 
it—but there should be no mistake in any-
body’s mind, these countries understand our 
position. They know what’s expected of 
them. 

There is—if we were to have a conversa-
tion, it would be this one, to Syria: Stop de-
stabilizing the Siniora Government. We be-
lieve that the Siniora Government should be 
supported, not weakened. Stop allowing 
money and arms to cross your border into 
Iraq. Don’t provide safe haven for terrorist 
groups. We’ve made that position very clear. 

And the truth of the matter is, is that these 
countries have now got the choice to make. 
If they want to sit down at the table with 
the United States, it’s easy—just make some 
decisions that will lead to peace, not to con-
flict. 

Is that the third part of your question? 
You’ve got to stop these long questions, Ste-
ven. Steven. 

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq/War on Terror 
Q. Combat troops out by early 2008, is 

that possible—— 
President Bush. One of the things the re-

port did mention, and I think you’ve said it 
in your comment, that if conditions so 
allow—and we want our combat troops out 
as quick as possible. We want the Iraqis tak-
ing the fight. But it’s very important to be— 
as we design programs, to be flexible and re-
alistic. And as the report said—I don’t got 
the exact words, but it was along the lines 
that, you know, ‘‘depending upon condi-
tions,’’ I believe is what the qualifier was. 
And I thought that made a lot of sense. I’ve 
always said we’d like our troops out as fast 
as possible. I think that’s an important goal. 

On the other hand, our commanders will 
be making recommendations based upon 
whether or not we’re achieving our stated ob-
jective. And the objective, I repeat, is a gov-
ernment which can sustain, govern, and de-
fend itself—free Government of Iraq that 
can do that—and will be an ally in this move-
ment—against this movement that is threat-
ening peace and stability. And it’s real. 

I like to remind people, it’s akin to the 
cold war in many ways. There’s an ideological 
clash going on. And the question is, will we 
have the resolve and the confidence in liberty 
to prevail? That’s really the fundamental 
question facing—it’s not going to face this 
government or this government, because we 
made up our mind. We’ve made that part 
clear. But it will face future governments. 
There will be future opportunities for people 
to say, ‘‘Well, it’s not worth it; let’s just re-
treat.’’ I would strongly advise a government 
not to accept that position because of the 
dangers inherent with isolationism and re-
treat. 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. I’ll try to be succinct. Mr. President, 

2 years ago you said that you were ready to 
expend political capital on the Israel-Pales-
tinian situation. With hindsight, do you think 
you’ve fulfilled that intention? How closely 
do you see a linkage between what happens 
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in Israel-Palestine and a settlement in Iraq, 
achieving your goals? 

And Prime Minister, given that you were 
so recently in the Middle East and the situa-
tion hasn’t exactly improved since then, is 
there anything specific you’re hoping to 
achieve next week when you go back? 

President Bush. Want me to start? I’m 
getting older, so you’re going to have to re-
peat the second part of your question. 
[Laughter] Let me answer the first part. 
What’s important is for people to accept the 
goal of two states living side by side for 
peace. And what has changed in the Middle 
East is that Israel and Palestine—at least the 
current leadership of both countries, or 
both—one entity and one country—accept 
that goal. That’s important. 

To that end, the previous Prime Minister 
made a decision to unilaterally withdraw 
from Gaza, which I felt was a good decision, 
which would expedite the potential arrival of 
a state. And so to answer your question, yes, 
we’re spending a lot of capital getting people 
headed in the same direction, which if you 
look at the history of the Middle East, is a 
change. 

Secondly, one of the reasons why there 
hasn’t been instant success is because radi-
cals and extremists are trying to stop the ad-
vance of a Palestinian state. Why? Because 
democracy is a defeat for them. That’s what 
I strongly believe. I find it interesting that 
when Prime Minister Olmert reaches out to 
Palestinians to discuss a way forward on the 
two-state solution, Hizballah attacks Israel. 
Why? Because radicals and extremists can’t 
stand the thought of a democracy. And one 
of the great ironies is that people in the Mid-
dle East are working hard to prevent people 
in the Middle East from realizing the bless-
ings of a free society in a democracy. 

And so, no question, progress has been 
spotty. But it’s important for people to un-
derstand, one of the reasons why is, is be-
cause radicals are trying to prevent it, and 
they’re willing to kill innocent people to pre-
vent progress. Now, our goal is to help the 
Abbas Government strengthen its security 
forces, and we’re doing that. Our goal is to 
help the Abbas Government form a govern-
ment that adheres to the principles of the 
Quartet. We can’t abandon the principles of 

the Quartet just because it may sound easy. 
We can’t do that. When nations lay out prin-
ciples, you’ve got to adhere to those prin-
ciples—just like when we laid out a vision, 
you adhere to that vision. 

And so the Prime Minister’s visit, like 
Condi’s visit recently to the Middle East, are 
all aiming to help countries remove obstacles 
necessary to achieve the vision. And it’s hard 
work, but it’s necessary work. And so I do 
believe there is a—I know there’s a change 
of attitude. And now the fundamental ques-
tion is, can we help the moderates prevail? 
And make no mistake about it, radicals and 
extremists will kill in order to stop the 
progress. And that’s what’s difficult. But it 
should be a signal to those of us who have 
got the comfort of liberty to understand the 
consequences of this ideological struggle 
we’re fighting. One of the consequences is 
the denial of a Palestinian state. 

This is ironic, isn’t it—I think it is, and 
it’s sad. 

Prime Minister Blair. I mean, I think, 
first of all, it’s important to understand how 
much has begun—how much work there’s 
been. I mean, I know I’ve had many, many 
meetings on this issue over the past few 
months. I know Secretary Rice has been im-
mensely active on it over these past months 
as well. Now, some of that is visible and out 
there at press conferences and meetings, and 
a lot of it is behind the scenes. 

But in essence, what we’ve got to do is 
to try to resolve two issues. First of all, we 
need to get the release of Corporal Shalit, 
which, as Prime Minister Olmert made clear 
the other day, would then allow the release 
of many Palestinian prisoners as well. And 
this is obviously a very important issue. 

But then, secondly, and this is, I think, 
really—one of the core questions is, we are 
prepared to release the money to the Pales-
tinian Authority. We are prepared to take the 
peace process forward and get into a process 
of negotiation. But we need a government 
on both sides that is committed to the basic 
principles of that negotiation. And at the 
present time, we are not able to achieve a 
national unity government on the Palestinian 
side. And the reason for that is that we are 
saying, not as a matter of dogma at all, but 
you can’t have a government that everyone 
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can deal with and you can then negotiate a 
peace between Israel and Palestine, unless 
it’s on the basis that everyone accepts the 
other’s right to exist. So that’s the difficulty. 
It’s not a kind of technical point; it’s abso-
lutely at the heart of it. 

Now, what we have got to do is to find 
either a way of unlocking the problem of 
forming that national unity government, on 
the principles laid down by the United Na-
tions as well as the rest of the Quartet, or 
alternatively, a different way forward, but 
whatever way forward will have to be on the 
basis you get an empowered Palestinian Gov-
ernment with whom everyone can negotiate 
and deal with. 

Now, you know, again, it’s a very, very ob-
vious thing. It’s not just for the Israelis and 
the Palestinians but also for the whole of the 
region. You know, you can’t negotiate this 
unless everyone accepts the basic principles 
of the negotiation. But if people were to do 
that—and after all, we’re only asking people 
to accept the position that the United Na-
tions and, really, the whole of the inter-
national community—you could move this 
forward quickly. I mean, I don’t think there’s 
any doubt at all that if you could get an em-
powered Palestinian Government able to ne-
gotiate, Israel has made it clear it is prepared 
to negotiate. 

I’m not saying there aren’t very tricky 
issues. There are—things like Jerusalem, the 
right of return, which are very, very difficult. 
But actually, it’s not beyond our wit to put 
it together. We could put it together. But 
you need to get these initial steps taken. 

Now, what I’m wont to do when I go out 
there is just explore what is the way that we 
get that ability to get the negotiation under-
way, trying to work round these obstacles. 
And it’s something—we were talking about 
Iran and Syria moments ago; it’s something 
all of those countries could help with if they 
wanted to help with it. So I kind of feel one 
thing that is important is that everyone un-
derstands that there’s no shortage of willing-
ness, energy, commitment on our side. 

And believe me, I’ve talked about this with 
the President many, many times, and I don’t 
believe there’s any shortage of those qualities 
on his part at all. But we need to get this— 
we need to get the door unlocked because 

it’s kind of barred at the moment. It needs 
to be opened. And that’s the task, I think, 
for the next period. 

President Bush. Thank you. L.A. Times 
Man, Jim [Jim Gerstenzang, Los Angeles 
Times]. 

Iraq Study Group Report 
Q. Mr. President, you have said that you 

have the Baker-Hamilton report; you also 
have the—you’re waiting to hear from the 
Pentagon; you’re waiting to hear from the 
State Department. This report was prepared 
by a bipartisan group, the only one you’ll get. 
Secretary Baker has a special relationship 
with the family. Should this report not get 
extra consideration? Does it not carry more 
weight than any of the others? 

President Bush. That’s an interesting 
question. It’s certainly an important part of 
our deliberations, and it was certainly an im-
portant part of our discussions this morning. 
Some reports are issued and just gather dust. 
And truth of the matter is, a lot of reports 
in Washington are never read by anybody. 

To show you how important this one is, 
I read it, and our guest read it. The Prime 
Minister read—read a report prepared by a 
commission. And this is important. And there 
are some—I don’t think Jim Baker and Lee 
Hamilton expect us to accept every rec-
ommendation. I expect them—I think—I 
know they expect us to consider every rec-
ommendation, Jim, that we ought to pay 
close attention to what they advise. And I 
told them yesterday at our meeting that we 
would pay close attention and would seri-
ously consider every recommendation. We’ve 
discussed some of their recommendations 
here at this press conference. And we are— 
we will spend a lot of time on it. 

And I—and so you ask its relative impor-
tance. I’d call it a very important report and 
a very important part of our working to a 
new approach, a new way forward in Iraq. 

And I can’t—I really do thank those citi-
zens for taking time out of busy lives to spend 
time helping us look at different options. 
These are distinguished souls. They got plen-
ty to do. They’re busy people, and yet they 
took 9 months out. And they talked to a lot 
of people; they went to Iraq; they thought 
about it a lot. And it was a very considerate, 
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important report. And I will take their rec-
ommendations very seriously. 

War on Terror Strategy 

Q. Mr. President, the Iraq Study Group 
said that leaders must be candid and forth-
right with people. So let me test that. Are 
you capable of admitting your failures in the 
past, and perhaps much more importantly, 
are you capable of changing course, perhaps 
in the next few weeks? 

President Bush. I think you’re probably 
going to have to pay attention to my speech 
coming up here when I get all the rec-
ommendations in, and you can answer that 
question yourself. I do know that we have 
not succeeded as fast as we wanted to suc-
ceed. I do understand that progress is not 
as rapid as I had hoped. And therefore, it 
makes sense to analyze the situation and to 
devise a set of tactics and strategies to 
achieve the objective that I have stated. 

And so if the present situation needs to 
be changed, it follows that we’ll change it 
if we want to succeed. What’s really inter-
esting is, the battle has changed in Iraq from 
the rejectionists and former Ba’athists and 
definitely foreign fighters who have entered 
the country that were trying to destabilize 
the new government to one that Mr. Zarqawi 
stated clearly—he said, ‘‘Look, let’s kill Shi’a 
in order to create enough chaos and confu-
sion and doubt of the government, and set 
off a sectarian battle.’’ And he succeeded in 
that extent. He didn’t succeed at avoiding us, 
but he did succeed at starting off sectarian 
strife. And now the fundamental question is, 
what strategy is necessary to deal with this 
type of violence? 

We’ll continue after Al Qaida. Al Qaida 
will not have safe haven in Iraq. And that’s 
important for the American people to know. 
We’ve got special operators. We’ve got better 
intelligence. And there is—Al Qaida is effec-
tive at these spectacular bombings, and we’ll 
chase them down, and we are, along with 
the Iraqis. The strategy now is how to make 
sure that we’ve got the security situation in 
place such that the Iraqi Government is capa-
ble of dealing with the sectarian violence, as 
well as the political and economic strategies 
as well. 

So, yes, I think you’ll see something dif-
ferently, because it’s a practical answer to a 
situation on the ground that’s not the way 
we’d like it. You wanted frankness—I 
thought we would succeed quicker than we 
did, and I am disappointed by the pace of 
success. 

Prime Minister Blair. I mean, look, there 
isn’t any—as I said a moment or two ago, 
there isn’t any doubt about how tough this 
is. It’s hugely challenging. But what the re-
port did not say is that we should just get 
out and leave it. What it did say is that it’s 
immensely important that we succeed. 

Now, the question is, therefore, how do 
we do it? And in that regard, I think the re-
port is practical; it’s clear; and it offers also 
the way of bringing people together. 

The other thing that we want to do, be-
cause this is part of succeeding in this mis-
sion, is actually to make people understand 
that this is something where you’ve got to 
try and bring people together around a set 
of common objectives and a practical set of 
methods to achieve those objectives. 

And, you know, the issues that the report 
raises—I mean, these aren’t issues that, obvi-
ously, no one has ever thought of; these 
aren’t issues that haven’t been part of the 
continual discussion and debate and iteration 
within the coalition and, indeed, between us 
and the Iraqi Government. But those essen-
tial elements—we want to make sure, in the 
light of the changing situation that there is 
there, that, one, we have the Iraqi Govern-
ment able to operate effectively, but in a non-
sectarian way, because that’s what we began 
with. Secondly, that we make sure that every-
one in the region is supporting that. And 
thirdly, that we set this within the context 
of a broader vision for the Middle East, not 
least in respect of Israel and Palestine. 

Now, in respect of the elements of that 
strategy, this report gives us a basis on which 
we can move forward—but we’ve obviously 
then got to look at the practical measures 
that are necessary in order to give effect to 
those elements. And that’s what we’ll do. And 
I think that, you know, the one thing that 
no one who is dealing with this on a day- 
to-day basis has any doubt about is how tough 
it is. But the question is how we make sure 
that we overcome those tough conditions and 
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succeed, because the need to succeed is so 
huge. 

British Armed Forces in Iraq and 
Afghanistan 

Q. Prime Minister, just a brief supple-
mentary—sorry, I didn’t get to ask you the 
question. You promised some time—I’m 
sorry. 

President Bush. Look, I agree; this is a 
total violation of—[laughter]. Our press 
corps is calling you down, man. I mean, there 
you are—no, go ahead. [Laughter] 

Q. You’re encouraging it. 
President Bush. I’m not encouraging it. 

He’s not a member of the American press— 
it’s the Prime Minister. [Laughter] 

Q. He’s my guy. [Laughter] 
Q. Only because you cut me off, Mr. Presi-

dent—— 
President Bush. Okay. [Laughter] 
Press. Ohhhhh! [Laughter] 
Q. Prime Minister, you promised the Brit-

ish military whatever it takes to fight in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, but the former head of the 
British Army says the British military is not 
being funded properly for the job it’s being 
asked to do. Do you accept that? 

Prime Minister Blair. We get from our 
military advice as to what they need, and we 
do our level best to meet it. I mean, we’ll— 
I haven’t actually read Mike Jackson’s com-
ments. I think it’s Mike’s speech you’re talk-
ing about. And let me tell you, he’s someone 
I have enormous amount of respect for and 
did a fantastic job when he was chief of our 
staff. 

But in relation to this, we’ve worked close-
ly with the military the whole time. It’s im-
portant we carry on doing it. And I simply 
make the point that in the last few years, 
and not least yesterday in the pre-budget re-
port of the chancellor, we gave another sig-
nificant increase in funding. But it’s impor-
tant we do this. I mean this is a mission in 
which it is—because it’s important that we 
succeed, it’s important that we equip our 
armed forces properly. But I’ve got noth-
ing—if you’ll forgive me, I’ve not got any-
thing to comment on in detail until I’ve actu-
ally read the speech that he made. Not that— 
I’m not saying you wouldn’t give me a fair 
resume of it. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Thank you, buddy. 
Prime Minister Blair. Okay. 
President Bush. Good job. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:05 a.m. in Room 450 of the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of 
Iraq; Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim, chairman, Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolution of Iraq; Prime 
Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; President 
Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; President 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian 
Authority; Cpl. Gilad Shalit, Israel Defense 
Forces, who was captured during a terrorist attack 
in Israel on June 25; and Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert and former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
of Israel. Prime Minister Blair referred to former 
Chief of the General Staff Michael Jackson of the 
United Kingdom. 

Remarks on Lighting the National 
Christmas Tree 
December 7, 2006 

Thank you all very much. Laura and I are 
pleased to welcome you to the Christmas 
Pageant of Peace. Christmas is a season of 
glad tidings and a time when our thoughts 
turn to the source of joy and hope born in 
a humble manger 2000 years ago. And to-
night we gather to observe one of the great 
traditions of our Nation’s Capital, the lighting 
of the National Christmas Tree. 

I’m really glad Santa made it. [Laughter] 
I’m glad he could find a place to park. 
[Laughter] And I’m glad you all joined us 
tonight. 

I want to thank Vin for his leadership of 
the National Park Foundation. I thank Dep-
uty Secretary of the Interior Lynn Scarlett 
for joining us. I am pleased to be here with 
members of my Cabinet; Members of the 
Congress; Mary Bomar, who is the Director 
of the National Park Service; Joe Lawler, Re-
gional Director of the National Capital Re-
gion, National Park Service. I want to thank 
all the National Park Service employees for 
their hard work. 

I appreciate Dr. Robert Schuller for lead-
ing the invocation. I want to thank our fabu-
lous entertainers for entertaining us tonight. 

We have gathered for this ceremony for 
more than 80 years. We come together to 
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celebrate a simple and inspiring story. It’s 
a story of a miraculous birth in a humble 
place. It is a story of a single life that changed 
the world and continues to change hearts. 
And for two millennia, this story has carried 
the message that God is with us and He of-
fers His love to every man, woman, and child. 

During the Christmas season, we seek to 
reflect that love in our lives. Millions of 
Americans will celebrate at home in fellow-
ship with friends and family. Millions will 
reach out with a compassionate hand to help 
brothers and sisters in need. And all will give 
thanks to the bonds of love and affection that 
bring fulfillment to our lives and the hope 
of peace around the world. 

At this time of year, we give thanks for 
the brave men and women in uniform who 
are serving our Nation. Many of those who 
have answered the call of duty will spend this 
Christmas season far from home and sepa-
rated from family. We honor their sacrifice. 
We are proud of their service and that of 
their families. We will keep them close to 
our hearts and in our prayers. 

And now, as an expression of our own hope 
for peace in this Christmas season, we will 
light the National Tree. We’ve asked three 
representatives from the National Park Serv-
ice’s Junior Ranger Program to help. The 
Junior Ranger Program teaches children and 
families about science, nature, and steward-
ship of our national parks. 

And so, Attiyah Jenkins, Stephen Scott, 
and Dana Bederson will help me light the 
National Christmas Tree. 

Come on up, guys. 
I ask all of you to join us in the count-

down—five, four, three, two, one. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on the 
Ellipse at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to Vin Cipolla, president and chief execu-
tive officer, National Park Foundation; and Robert 
H. Schuller, minister, Reformed Church in Amer-
ica. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 
December 8, 2006 

I want to thank the Members of Con-
gress—both Houses, both political parties— 

for joining me and the Vice President and 
members of my team. We just had a very 
constructive conversation. We talked about 
Iraq. We talked about the need for a new 
way forward in Iraq, and we talked about the 
need to work together on this important sub-
ject. We also talked about other key issues. 

I assured the leaders that the White House 
door will be open when the new Congress 
shows up. And I think we ought to meet on 
a regular basis; I believe there’s consensus 
toward that. And the reason you meet on a 
regular basis is so that the American people 
can know that we’re working hard to find 
common ground. That’s what they expect us 
to do; they expect us to work on big problems 
and solve them. 

I want to say something about my two 
friends here. Senator Frist, we appreciate 
your service to the United States of America. 
You brought a lot of dignity to the office. 
And I appreciate the Speaker being, as 
well—Mr. Speaker, you’ve done a fine job 
as Speaker. 

I look forward to working with Senator 
Reid and Congresswoman Pelosi for doing 
what’s right for the country. And again, I 
want to thank you all for coming down. I 
appreciate your interest, appreciate your ad-
vice, appreciate the input that you’ve given. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Thabo Mbeki of South 
Africa 
December 8, 2006 

President Bush. It’s been my honor to 
welcome a man for whom I have a great deal 
of respect, and that is the President of South 
Africa, President Mbeki, here back to the 
Oval Office. I so very much appreciate the 
time you’ve given and the great discussion 
we just had. 

We talked about a wide range of subjects. 
We talked about Darfur and the need for 
South Africa and the United States and other 
nations to work with the Sudanese Govern-
ment to enable a peacekeeping force into 
that country to facilitate aid and save lives. 
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* White House correction. 

And I expressed my concerns about the situa-
tion with the President. He shares my con-
cerns that the situation is dire. And now is 
the time for action. And I appreciate your 
thoughts, Mr. President. 

We talked about, interestingly enough, the 
Darfur [Doha] * round. The President is con-
cerned about whether or not the World 
Trade Organization round will go forward. 
He recognizes, like I recognize, that trade 
will lift more people out of poverty than any 
other mechanism. And I told the President, 
I am committed to the Darfur [Doha] * 
round. I believe in trade, and I believe in 
the necessity of trade. And so we’ll work to 
see if we can’t get that issue solved. 

We talked about a lot of issues. We talked 
about Iran; we talked about the Middle East; 
we talked about our bilateral relations and 
his Government’s commitment to fighting 
HIV/AIDS and our willingness to provide 
over $600 million to the folks in South Africa 
to help deal with this terrible pandemic. 

I would call our relations strong and good 
and necessary. And Mr. President, welcome 
back, and the floor is yours. 

President Mbeki. Thank you very much, 
President. Well, I was very glad, indeed, that 
we had this opportunity to meet with the 
President to discuss precisely these matters 
that he has indicated. Of course of immediate 
importance to us is the support we get from 
the President and the U.S. Government with 
regard to the resolution of these African con-
flicts. 

And indeed, we are, all of us, keenly inter-
ested that we must increase the troops de-
ployed in Darfur, to address these issues that 
the President mentioned, and hopefully the 
Security Council will move quickly on that 
to do that larger deployment of troops. It’s 
very urgent, very necessary, and we will abso-
lutely do everything to make sure that, from 
the African side, we remove any obstacles 
that might be to such bigger deployment in 
Darfur. It’s very necessary. 

Because also I mentioned, I discussed with 
the President the impact of the situation in 
Darfur on the neighboring countries, particu-
larly Chad and the Central African Republic. 
But also the difficult situation in Somalia—— 

President Bush. Yes, sir. 
President Mbeki. ——and the President, 

together, we are very keen that, indeed, 
something must move there. This was a failed 
state. It’s necessary to support transitional 
government, to restoring a government, and 
to reunify the country and so on. It’s an im-
portant thing because the problem—one of 
the big problems is that as it is, it provides 
a base for terrorists—find safe haven there 
and then can spread out to the rest of the 
continent. It’s something that is of shared 
concern. 

But again, of course, I was very, very reas-
sured when the President said he is com-
mitted to the success of the WTO negotia-
tions. It’s a very important part, in terms of 
addressing the agenda of the poor of the 
world. They need these market-access issues 
addressed, and so on. I was very, very 
pleased, indeed, that President said indeed 
we must work to make sure that WTO nego-
tiating process succeeds. 

We—finally, President, I’d like to say I was 
very pleased that, indeed, you said we shall 
need to work even—together even more in-
tensely than we have in the past, because 
with effect from the 1st of January, South 
Africa, of course, joins the Security Council 
as a nonpermanent member. As I’m saying, 
I was very glad that the President said that’s 
going to mean we’ll need better interaction 
so that we could work together, indeed, to 
help to find solutions to all these wide range 
of issues that are on the agenda of the Secu-
rity Council. 

But thank you very much, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Proud you’re back. 

Thank you, sir. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. 

Statement on the Death of 
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick 
December 8, 2006 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Jeane Kirkpatrick. As a professor, 
author, ambassador, and adviser to Presi-
dents, she influenced the thinking of genera-
tions of Americans on the importance of 
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American leadership in advancing the cause 
of freedom and democracy around the globe. 
She defended the cause of freedom at a piv-
otal time in world history, and her coura-
geous service as our United Nations Ambas-
sador inspired her fellow Americans and 
lovers of liberty around the world. Jeane’s 
powerful intellect helped America win the 
cold war. Her insights and teachings will con-
tinue to illuminate the path ahead for the 
United States in the world. We send our con-
dolences to Jeane’s family and friends, and 
on behalf of all Americans, we give thanks 
for her extraordinary life. 

Statement on the National Economy 

December 8, 2006 

Today we received a new report that con-
firms the continued strength of the American 
economy. The November jobs report showed 
that 132,000 more Americans found work last 
month and that job creation in previous 
months was stronger than first estimated, 
adding 42,000 jobs to the numbers released 
last month. The unemployment rate re-
mained low at 4.5 percent. This is good news 
for American workers, and they are also see-
ing good news in their paychecks. As we look 
forward, our goal is to maintain the 
progrowth policies that have strengthened 
our economy and will stimulate the creation 
of good jobs and higher wages. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

December 2 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

December 3 

In the afternoon, in the East Room, the 
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a reception 
for Kennedy Center honorees. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts where they attended 
the Kennedy Center Honors ceremony. 
Later, they returned to the White House. 

December 4 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President participated in an interview with 
Brit Hume of FOX News. 

The White House announced that the 
President will host Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of the United Kingdom at the White House 
on December 7. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
the Presidential delegation to attend the in-
auguration of Joseph Kabila as President of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo on 
December 6: Elaine L. Chao (head of dele-
gation); Roger Meece; Thelma J. Askey; 
Jendayi E. Frazier; Edward Brehm; Michael 
E. Hess; and John Fenn. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Gregory B. Cade to be Adminis-
trator of the U.S. Fire Administration at the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Sam Fox to be Ambassador to Bel-
gium. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Stanley Davis ‘‘Dave’’ Phillips to 
be Ambassador to Estonia. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Jill E. Sommers to be Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Maria Cino as a member of the Na-
tional Surface Transportation Policy and 
Revenue Study Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Robert M. Couch as Acting Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 
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December 5 
In the morning, the President had break-

fast with Secretary of Defense-designate 
Robert M. Gates. Later, he had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with James A. Baker III, cochair, Iraq Study 
Group. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a dinner for Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan of the United Nations and his 
wife, Nane Maria Annan. 

December 6 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
The President announced his intention to 

nominate Michael J. Burns to be Assistant 
to the Secretary of Defense for Nuclear and 
Chemical and Biological Defense Programs. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rosemary E. Rodriguez to be a 
member of the Election Assistance Commis-
sion. 

December 7 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Prime Minister Tony Blair of 
the United Kingdom. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Thomas 
Yayi Boni of Benin to the White House on 
December 14. 

The President announced his designation 
of the following individuals as members of 
the Presidential delegation to attend the 60th 
anniversary of King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 
accession to the throne, to be held in Bang-
kok, Thailand, December 11: George H.W. 
Bush (head of delegation); Barbara Bush; 
and Ralph Boyce. 

December 8 
In the morning, the President had separate 

telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and Presi-
dent Joseph Kabila of the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. He then had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, in the Yellow Oval 
Room, the President and Mrs. Bush partici-
pated in an interview with People magazine. 

Then, in the Oval Office, he had a meeting 
with Democrat Members of the House of 
Representatives. 

In the evening, on the State Floor, the 
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a holiday 
reception. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alaska and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms, flooding, land-
slides, and mudslides on October 8–13. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted December 4 

Robert M. Gates, 
of Texas, to be Secretary of Defense, vice 
Donald Henry Rumsfeld, resigned. 

Submitted December 5 

Jeffrey Robert Brown, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Social Secu-
rity Advisory Board for a term expiring Sep-
tember 30, 2008, vice Bradley D. Belt, re-
signed, to which position he was appointed 
during the last recess of the Senate. 

Gregory B. Cade, 
of Virginia, to be Administrator of the U.S. 
Fire Administration, Department of Home-
land Security, vice R. David Paulison, re-
signed. 

Sam Fox, 
of Missouri, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Belgium. 

Frederick J. Kapala, 
of Illinois, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Illinois, vice Philip G. 
Reinhard, retiring. 
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Heidi M. Pasichow, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of 15 years, 
vice Anna Blackburne-Rigsby, elevated. 

Stanley Davis Phillips, 
of North Carolina, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Estonia. 

Jill E. Sommers, 
of Kansas, to be a Commissioner of the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission for the 
remainder of the term expiring April 13, 
2009, vice Sharon Brown-Hruska, resigned. 

Michael W. Tankersley, 
of Texas, to be Inspector General, Export- 
Import Bank (new position). 

Submitted December 6 

Michael J. Burns, 
of New Mexico, to be Assistant to the Sec-
retary of Defense for Nuclear and Chemical 
and Biological Defense Programs, vice Dale 
Klein, resigned. 

Beryl A. Howell, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the U.S. Sentencing Commission for a 
term expiring October 31, 2011 (reappoint-
ment). 

Rosemary E. Rodriguez, 
of Colorado, to be a member of the Election 
Assistance Commission for the remainder of 
the term expiring December 12, 2007, vice 
Raymundo Martinez III, resigned. 

John R. Steer, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the U.S. Sen-
tencing Commission for a term expiring Oc-
tober 31, 2011 (reappointment). 

Withdrawn December 6 

Tracy A. Henke, 
of Missouri, to be Executive Director of the 
Office of State and Local Government Co-
ordination and Preparedness, Department of 
Homeland Security, vice C. Suzanne 
Mencer, resigned, which was sent to the Sen-
ate on September 5, 2006. 

David H. Laufman, 
of Texas, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Defense, vice Joseph E. Schmitz, 
resigned, which was sent to the Senate on 
June 5, 2006. 

Submitted December 7 

Thomas Alvin Farr, 
of North Carolina, to be U.S. District Judge 
for the Eastern District of North Carolina, 
vice Malcolm J. Howard, retired. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released December 4 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair 

Released December 5 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Released December 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Released December 7 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush To Welcome President Thomas Yayi 
Boni of the Republic of Benin to the White 
House 

Text of citations for the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom 

Released December 8 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Alaska 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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